
"Climate change is the greatest threat to global health in the 21st century” (1).

“If the health sector were a country, it would be the fifth-largest carbon emitter on the planet" (2).

Anesthetic gases are used to keep patients unconscious during surgery. They are potent greenhouse gases and possess

significant global warming potential (3,4). In Canada, anesthetic gases contribute a disproportionate 5% of harmful

emissions from the healthcare sector (5).  Currently, neither the Federal nor the Provincial Greenhouse Gas Inventory

requires the reporting of anesthetic gas usage by healthcare facilities (6,7). Ontario’s Anesthesiologists support a

regulatory change to healthcare greenhouse gas emissions reporting to include anesthetic gases. Accurate data collection

and reporting are necessary in order to promote sustainable practice and to drive innovation.

Anesthesiologists are accountable to not only their patients but also to their wider communities. Protecting the health of

our communities includes ensuring anesthetic practices minimize effects on our environment. Ontario’s Anesthesiologists

support clinical practices that align with environmental sustainability; the choice of anesthetic technique should consider

the carbon footprint. If anesthetic gases are used, the agent with the lowest global warming potential is highly preferable

(8,9).

Urgent action is needed to avert a climate catastrophe. Ontario’s Anesthesiologists support all sustainable practices that

fulfill the dual goals of providing high quality patient care and of protecting the health of our planet.
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