
 

 

October 12 Guest Speaker—Kiera O’Brien, Students for Carbon Dividends 

There’s been a shift among Republicans in Congress on climate change, due in no small part to 
polling that shows younger GOP voters are as concerned about climate change as their 
progressive counterparts. As vice president of Students for Carbon Dividends, Keira O’Brien is 
working to harness that passion among young conservatives to generate political will for carbon 
dividends legislation, which places a fee on carbon and gives revenue to households (sound 
familiar?). Kiera, who is President Emeritus of the Harvard Republican Club, recently testified at a 
congressional hearing alongside Republican pollster Frank Luntz. Over the summer, she spoke 
about carbon dividends at the Teen Vogue Summit: “There are many climate-oriented groups 
rallying around the problem, but Students for Carbon Dividends is rallying around the solution.” 

CCL Canada October 2019 actions at a glance:  

1. Catch up on your field reports​. 
2. Do what rocks your media boat, whether it be social media or traditional media. 

ONGOING:​ Connect with your local universities and colleges and table at their events (see ​September 2019 Action Sheets​). 
UPDATE: You can use the ​updated youth parliamentary petition​ at schools and other grassroots outreach.  

Upcoming CCL Calls Date and Time Call Options 

Canada: ​All CCLers 
welcome. We check in 
with each other, share 
field reports, and go over 
monthly actions. 

Option 1: ​Thurs, Oct 10, 2019​, 6 pm PT/ 9 pm ET 
Option 2: ​Fri, Oct 11, 2019​,  8 am PT / 11 am ET 
Option 3: ​Mon, Oct 14, 2019​, 6 pm PT/ 9 pm ET 
 
Just pick 1 to attend.​ ​Sign this Doodler​ to RSVP. 

Uberconference Line 
(​1-888-570-6238​) or ​log in 
online for free​. 

CCL International: 
Kiera O’Brien, Students 
for Carbon Dividends 

Sat, Oct 12, 2019,​ 10 am PT/ 1 pm ET 
Zoom Room 2017201717​ ​or 
call ​+1 877.369.0926,​  ​code: 
2017 2017 17 

CCL Canada Post 
Election call  

Option 1: ​Tue, October 22, 2019​, 1 pm PT/ 4 pm ET 
Option 2: ​Tue, October 22, 2019​, 4 pm PT/ 7 pm ET 
 
Just pick 1 to attend. ​Sign this Doodler​ to RSVP. 

Uberconference Line 
(​1-888-570-6238​) or ​log in 
online for free​. 

 
ACTION 1: ​Catch up on your field reports​. 
 
Why? ​Having accurate documentation of our work can build political will since politicians take note of highly organized 
groups. 

CCL Canada has recorded over 3000 letters to the editor and over 900 lobby meetings. Multiple politicians say we were 
instrumental in determining the federal government’s chosen carbon pricing policy. Thank you for all your help in generating 
the numbers CCL Canada has for recorded actions. 
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https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports
https://148cdb3635hy461xqx48d8m7-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2015/09/CCCL-Actions-September-2019-September-16-Version.pdf
https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2019/10/Youth-parliamentary-petition-Sept2019version.pdf
https://doodle.com/poll/683bhms25ixcbbvb
https://doodle.com/poll/683bhms25ixcbbvb
https://www.uberconference.com/citizensclimatelobbycanada
https://www.uberconference.com/citizensclimatelobbycanada
https://citizensclimate.zoom.us/j/2017201717
https://doodle.com/poll/s6sfqz2tkxmqgf3b
https://www.uberconference.com/citizensclimatelobbycanada
https://www.uberconference.com/citizensclimatelobbycanada
https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports


 

CCL CANADA RECORDED APPEARANCES ON EDITORIAL PAGES BY YEAR 
 
*2017: ​525 LTEs; 77 Ed; 103 OpEds = ​705  
2018: ​590 LTEs;  1 Ed;  35 OpEds = ​626 
2019 up to Oct 1, 2019​: 368 LTEs;  50 OpEds = ​418 
 
*2017 was a critical year and we really emphasized LTEs. Postmedia also kept endorsing carbon fee and dividend in nationally syndicated columns.   
 
CCL CANADA RECORDED OUTREACH BY YEAR 
 
2017: ​129​;​ 2018:​ ​87​;​ 2019 up to Oct 1, 2019​: ​133    
 
This month, consider listing as a group any actions that merit field reports and have not been filed. Then, assign someone to 
fill in the field reports​ as soon as possible. No field report is too late to file. If you need training filing field reports, Judy in 
Nelson <​judy.e.oleary@gmail.com​> has kindly agreed to be the point person to provide this. 

Also, if you feel it is appropriate for your chapter, consider revisiting your system of filing field reports. 

The actions that merit field reports are the ​5 levers of political will​. Also check out below our guide for filing field reports for 
climate initiatives in 2019. For more information on filing field reports, ​CCL Community has a guide​. 

5 Levers of Political Will 
 

1. Lobbying:​ We train citizens how to lobby in support of our Carbon Fee and Dividend proposal by building friendly 
relationships with our federally elected representatives. 

2. Media relations:​ We train citizens how to engage with and influence the media. We write letters to the editors 
and op-eds, meet with editorial boards and work to place stories in all forms of media. ​(Please note that getting a 
like, re-share, or comment from your MP on social media merits a field report.) 

3. Grassroots outreach:​ We recruit and educate the public on climate solutions, citizen advocacy and how to 
participate with one’s government. 

4. Grasstops outreach:​ We seek to educate, build partnerships with and gain the support of community leaders 
and non-governmental organizations, both nationally and locally. 

5. Chapter development:​ It is through the growth and management of the local CCL group/chapter, that it becomes 
possible to push on the other four levers for building political will. 

 

 
A Big Thank You for All Your Work on Climate Initiatives in 2019! 

You may have noticed over the past year we have somewhat side-stepped arguing over carbon pricing and instead have 
switched focus to developing the political will for climate action in our ridings chiefly through the 100 Debates, Climate 
Strikes, and Climate Emergency Declarations. We were told by politicians that emergency declarations and climate strikes 
would be very helpful in generating political will and there is no doubt that well-designed environmental town hall can help 
make change happen.  

Thank you everyone for all your hard work. The following guide was made to help you understand how to count your metrics 
from all your work on these important initiatives.  

Guide for Filing Field Reports for 2019 Climate Initiatives 
 

1. 100 DEBATES 

Lobbying​ - if you asked a question at the podium and/or spoke to candidates at the event, ​that counts as 
lobbying​. Please record what was said. If you spoke with multiple candidates, please record what was said. 
<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/meeting-minutes>  

2 

https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports
mailto:judy.e.oleary@gmail.com
https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/laser-talk-citizens-climate-lobbys-five-levers-of-political-will/
https://community.citizensclimate.org/resources/item/19/183#heading_3
https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/meeting-minutes


 

NOTE: Your work is getting us noticed. A group reported that at a debate, a candidate’s aide said: ​they have 
the highest regard for CCL - that we are the one group they look forward to meeting with. ​The aide wished that 
CCL organized this debate. Thank you for reporting this! 

Outreach​ - if someone from your group organized a debate and/or tabled at the event, spoke with audience 
members at the debate and changed minds and/or distributed literature about CCL or carbon pricing at the 
event, that counts as outreach.  ​<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

Article​ - if someone from your group was on the organizing committee and your event was covered in 
newspapers, that counts as an article. ​<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

Radio and TV ​- if you were on the organizing committee and your event was covered by TV or Radio, please 
report it appropriately. ​<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

LTEs and OpEds​ - if you wrote letters of support for the 100 Debates and it was published, then count it as a 
letter to the editor or Opinion Editorial, depending on which column or section it was published in. 
<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

2. CLIMATE STRIKE RALLIES 

Outreach ​- if a member of your group attended a rally and handed out pamphlets about carbon pricing, and/or 
assisted at the rally and/or were on the organizing team, please count that as outreach. 
<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports>​ If you just attended the rally (which is great), please 
do not count it as outreach. 

Article​ - if you were on the organizing committee and your event was covered in newspapers, please count 
that as an article. ​<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

Radio and TV​ - if you were on the organizing committee and your event was covered by TV or radio, please 
report it appropriately. ​<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

LTEs and OpEds​- if you wrote letters of support for the climate strikes and it was published, then count it as a 
letter to the editor or Opinion Editorial. ​<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

3. CLIMATE DECLARATIONS EMERGENCIES 

LTEs and OpEds ​- if you wrote letters of support for the climate emergency and it was published, then count it 
as a letter to the editor or Opinion Editorial, depending on which column or section it was published in. 
<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

Outreach ​- If a member of your group assisted in the declaration by attending the vote in your city hall and/or 
assisted by securing petition signatures and/or were on the organizing team, then please count that as 
outreach. ​<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports>  

Article​ - if  someone in your group was on the organizing committee and the emergency declaration was 
covered in newspapers, please count that as an article. 
<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

Radio and TV​ - if someone in your group was on the organizing committee and the emergency declaration 
was covered by TV or Radio, please report it appropriately. 
<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 

LTEs and OpEds​- if someone in your group wrote letters of support for the emergency declarations and it was 
published, then count it as a letter to the editor or Opinion Editorial. 
<https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports> 
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ACTION 2: Do what rocks your media boat, whether it be social media or 
traditional media. 

Why?​ The world is waking up. The climate crisis is a top election issue in Canada and voters appreciate information.  

Help inform voters of the climate crisis, carbon pricing, and other voter issues through the media. You can use the talking 
points of CCL Canada found in ​our media releases​ (especially the most recent ones), ​LASER Talks (talking points) Booklet 
for the federal election​, and ​other LASER talks​. 

Remember ​to fill in field reports​ for media hits, which include getting a like, re-share, or comment from your MP on social 
media. 

 

LASER TALK: Federal Party Surveys on Environmental Platforms (Election 2019) 

In July 2019, a questionnaire representing the collective priorities of various environmental organizations, including Pembina 
Institute, GreenPeace, and the Sierra Club, was sent to Canada’s six main political parties. Below is a summary of the 
official responses from the political parties surveyed. For both this survey and ​a survey by Climate Action Network Canada​, 
the Conservatives did not directly answer questions and the PPC did not respond. CCL Canada’s survey will be released 
next week. 
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https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/category/media-release/
https://148cdb3635hy461xqx48d8m7-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2019/08/CCL-Canada-LASER-Talks-Booklet-August-19-version.pdf
https://148cdb3635hy461xqx48d8m7-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2019/08/CCL-Canada-LASER-Talks-Booklet-August-19-version.pdf
https://canada.citizensclimatelobby.org/laser-talks/
https://community.citizensclimate.org/tools/field-reports
https://climateactionnetwork.ca/2019/10/01/federal-party-survey-on-climate-platforms/


 

 

You are welcome to share this table online on Facebook 
<​https://www.facebook.com/CCLCa.nada/photos/a.326482200696992/3272259706119212/?type=3&theater​> 
and Twitter <​https://twitter.com/CitizensLobbyCa/status/1179473585284567040​>. 
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